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[bookmark: _GoBack]Stage 1: Initiation
Definition: Student becomes aware of a lack of knowledge & need to conduct research.
Actions: Familiarizing with the research/project/assignment instructions, timelines, and
requirements, and forming a research plan.
Pitfalls: Feelings of uncertainty, apprehension, and disinterest are common.
Survival plan: Review/clarify research expectations and familiarize with the ISP Planner.



Stage 6: Presentation
Definition: Student has completed research and is preparing to present the work.
Actions: Editing drafts, refining details, practicing/rehearsing.
Pitfalls: Students are either feeling satisfied or disappointed in their work, and can be
stressed about meeting deadlines, getting a good grade, or performing. 
Survival plan: Allow for ample time to polish details – do not overlook or rush this step!
Stage 3: Exploration
Definition: Student has identified at least 1 topic to develop and begins the research.
Actions: Searching using library materials, databases, or internet; taking good notes.
Pitfalls: Students become overwhelmed with information & have difficulty identifying what
to include or exclude. May withdraw from the work – low point of confidence.
Survival plan: Be open to changing plans or main ideas – it is ok to go back a step!
Stage 5: Collection
Definition: Student has taken ample notes and identified many relevant sources.
Actions: Synthesizing information, developing main ideas, refining/weeding sources.
Pitfalls: Increased confidence and eagerness to present the final product; may lose focus
on details in an effort to get it done, especially as deadlines are approaching. 
Survival plan: Build complete thoughts, write rough drafts, organize & cite sources. 

Stage 4: Formulation
Definition: Student has decided on a focused topic and outlined main ideas.
Actions: Outlining research notes, identifying gaps in sources or understanding,
developing a presentation concept (essay structure/presentation format/etc.)
Pitfalls: Increased clarity and focus may lead students to rush to a final product.
Survival plan: Slow down, build upon ideas, analyze sources, fill knowledge gaps.
Stage 2: Selection
Definition: Student identifies a general area, topic, or problem for the research.
Actions: Brainstorming research topics and where/how to locate information.
Pitfalls: Students feel mostly optimistic about making a plan but may have trouble coming
up with ideas.
Survival plan: Use multiple brainstorming techniques – all ideas are welcome!

image1.png




