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	Differentiation considerations
	STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS

	While the established goals will remain the same for all students, (exception: some IEP’s), it is important at the outset of planning to consider the range of students likely to be in the class in terms of their backgrounds, readiness, needs, interests and learning profiles.

Other notes :
	Standard (s)

CCSS

___ English.Writing. (W.7; W.8; W.9 – all grades) 

Research to build and present knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
___ English.Reading for Information.Grades (RI.7-all grades)

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.

HCPS

____ English. Standard 1: Reading: CONVENTIONS AND SKILLS: Use knowledge of the conventions of language and texts to construct meaning for a range of literary and informational texts for a variety of purposes

____ English. Standard 4: Writing: CONVENTIONS AND SKILLS: Use the writing process and conventions of language and research to construct meaning and communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences using a range of forms
_____ Research Skills. Expository Writing

LA.EWI.1.12 Use a research plan (e.g., organize what is known about a topic, define and narrow a problem or research topic, formulate research questions, identify authoritative sources) 

LA.EWI.1.13 

Gather relevant information from a variety of print or electronic primary and secondary sources (e.g., books, magazines, newspapers, journals, periodicals, the internet)
LA.EWI.1.14 

Evaluate sources of information for their credibility, reliability, consistency, strengths, and limitations by considering their characteristics (e.g., origin, clarity, accuracy, author’s bias, use of persuasion)
LA.EWI.1.15

Use logical and appropriate categories to synthesize and organize gathered information (e.g., note similarities and differences in gathered information, note connections between gathered information and the topic or thesis)
LA.EWI.1.18

Use a prescribed documentation style (e.g., APA, MLA) to adhere to fair use and copyright guidelines for citing grade-appropriate sources in text, notes, and bibliographies

AASL Standards for the 21st Century Learner (Library Standards)

[2.1.1] Continue an inquiry-based research process by applying critical thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge.
Tech Standards

3. Research and Information Fluency 

Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information. 

GLOs (Dependent on the student final product)

1. Self-directed Learner

2. Community contributor (group project?)

3. Complex thinker

4. Effective communictor

5. Effective and ethical user of technology



	Think about ways in which you might link the essential understandings and questions to the lives and experiences of students, and how exploration of the understandings and questions could help build community in the classrooms.

Other notes:
	Understanding (s):  Students will understand that….

1. They need to select information sources appropriate to their research, which may or may not include the Internet

2. There is a process to follow to successfully conduct research

3. There is a difference between researching and reporting

4. Technology is a tool for learning, not the end of learning



	
	Essential Question(s)

1. Can the research process be applied to real life? Why or why not?

2. Is it important to preserve intellectual property and copyright laws? Why or why not?

3. Why does the use of technology increase the efficient flow and use of information?



	What precursor knowledge and skills are you expecting students to have in preparation for this set of knowledge and skills?  Begin thinking about ways you can support students in developing “missing” knowledge and what you can do to extend the knowledge and skill of students who already show mastery.

Other notes:
	Students will know…

GENERAL LEARNER OUTCOMES

1. how to be responsible for one's own learning (self-directed learner) 

2. the importance of working as a team member (community contributor) 

3. that there are a variety of print and electronic sources of information to use (complex thinker) 

 4. the components of a the various types of  final products and the process to create them (quality producer)

 5. how to prepare a final product (effectived communicator) 

6. the importance of using appropriate websites and citing sources (effective and ethical user of technology
CCSS, HCPS, 21st Century

1. Identifies a variety of potential sources of information appropriate to a particular need and uses successful strategies for locating information.

2. Determines accuracy, relevance and comprehensiveness of information and selects information appropriate to the question at hand

3. Organizes information for practical application and integrates new information to one’s own knowledge. Names a variety of different formats to present information.

4. Assesses the quality of the research process and devises strategies for revising, improving and updating knowledge

5. Respects intellectual property rights and uses information technology responsibly.
	Students will be 

able to…

Students will be able to…                          K

GENERAL LEARNER OUTCOMES                         

1. complete the research project within the timelines established.

2. work in a team and recognize individual skills and talents

3. select the appropriate information sources for the specific project

4. identify and create a quality final product

5. communicate their learning through the completion of the final product (oral presentation, written product, visual display or multimedia project)

6. discern and select appropriate electronic sources of information; create an authentic citation page

CCSS, HCPS, 21st Century

1. Lists several sources of information and has an idea of how to identify and find needed information.

2.  Defines terms accuracy, relevance and comprehensiveness. Recognizes information that is relevant to a specific information question.

3. Describes several ways to organize information and is able to integrate previous knowledge to create new meaning. Selects an appropriate format to presenting information.

4. Retraces the steps of research process and assesses results, making adjustments as necessary.

5. Avoids plagiarism, cites sources properly and follows all school guidelines related to the use of technology.


	Differentiation considerations
	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Are there students who will need support with reading/searching a text?  With writing?

Other notes:


	Performance Task  

Note: 

· Please indicate differentiated tasks / products with (DI)



	Would it be helpful to some students to see models projects that do and don’t meet these criteria?  Would it be helpful to advanced students to see advanced models?  Do rubrics provide something for highly able students to aim for?

Other notes:
	Key Criteria

1. Students are able to follow the research process, evaluating areas of improvement using

prior knowledge and experience

2. Students are able to select information sources appropriate to their research, including print and electronic resources

3. Students are able to critically evaluate sources used for accuracy and appropriateness

4. Students cite sources used and follow school guidelines in using information technologies


	Would it be helpful for struggling students to have an option for later quizzes to demonstrate ultimate mastery of content?  

Other notes:
	Other evidence

Formative – students will be asked throughout the process to provide evidence of understanding of the research process and specific assignment. These may be in the form of notetaking sheets, graphic organizers, worksheets and preliminary drafts and outlines. Students will use criterion-based checklists to help them monitor their research (attached).

Students can also show the ability to select appropriate online sources of information by completed the Web Evaluation Checklist.

Summative – students will communicate their mastery of the research process and understanding of the content standards though the completion of at least one final product (written, oral, visual and/or multimedia). Students will be evaluated through a rubrics based on the final product (attached).




	Differentiation considerations
	STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN

	Be sure to introduce important vocabulary and key concepts up front.  Ensure that students have an accurate context for unit of study.

Other notes:
	Learning activities:  

Notes:  

· indicate differentiated activities with: (DI)

· indicate AVID strategies with : (AV)
(This section is embedded into the teacher’s unit plan)

1. Teacher introduces the research unit to the students. Assignment sheet is distributed to the students, which include requirements and deadlines. Pre-research activities may include introduction of the topic, a reading assignment or video on the topic, ensuring some pre-knowledge.

2. Teacher brings students to class. Librarian reviews the research process with students using poster. Librarian explains each step, emphasizing Step 2 to ensure student understanding of assignment requirements and Step 10, which asks students to reflect on prior research assignments for improvement.

3. Librarian identifies Step 6 as the purpose of the visit. Additional information is provided on chart paper, specific to the topic. Librarian reviews the different functions of the library and school network, and has the students determine appropriate sources of information found in each network.

4. Librarian introduces/reviews search strategies including Boolean searching, keyword/

subject searching and truncation commands.

5. Librarian also refers students to research aids including the library section of the student agenda which may include the library webpage address, steps of research and a bibliography format.

6. Students begin their research, using a variety of print and electronic sources. Students include bibliographic citations

7. Students continue their research activities independently after the library visits, either at the library or at home. Students are encouraged to use the technology tools available for creation of final product(s).

8. Students submit final product(s) for evaluation and assessment.

9. After assignment is completed, teacher and librarian will assess process and make recommendations for improvement.
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